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number of bait-rolling companies
and places an order for some bait
with The Bait & Feed Company to see
exactly what you get for your money!
E In conversation with Da'
2 Coakley down at Hook
8 Lake in Hertfordshire.
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Toughout the pages of Carpworld each
and every month you will find several
adverts for bait-rolling companies. Now

I must admit itOs not a service | have ever
contemplated using before, as | had always
preferred to hand-roll all my own hookbaits
and have been more than happy using a
standard freezer range boilie straight from the
bag for feed purposes. | did wonder, however,
what it is you actually get for your money
when ordering ready-rolled baits from a bait-
rolling company, so | decided to give one of
the companies a trial run.

| placed an order with The Bait & Feed
Company, in Hertfordshire, a company that
has been in existence since 1999, to find out
if having my bait rolled by someone else was
any different to getting it directly off the
shelf or out of the freezer. | contacted David
Coakley at The Bait & Feed Company to
discuss my requirements.

Making bait is a personal thing, and for
many years now | have spent a couple of days
in the colder months rolling my own hookbaits
and pop-ups, and | must admit it was a bit
strange asking someone else to do this for me.
make no secret of the fact that | use Richworth
Baits and have done for many years, and 10ve
recently enjoyed a certain amount of success
on their new bait the K-G-1. However, itOs
only currently available in 10, 14 and 18mm,
which is fine for the majority, unless you want
to be a little bit different.

When making my own baits, | often roll
up 12mm baits and also barrel-shaped baits,
so | asked David to make me an assortment
of these different sizes. Although DavidOs
company can supply all the top base mixes,
including Richworth, Mainline, Hutchinson,
and Solar, | actually sent the ready-formulated
base mix and liquid additives down to David
for the rolling.

| arranged to meet David a couple of weeks
later in order to pick up the bait and to find
out a little bit more about his company. We
met at a lovely old lake down in the south of
the country, the stunning Hook Lake, a small
syndicate-controlled water containing some
real old girls, what | call proper carp (there are
a few places left).

Hook Lake was a venue | had never fished
before, and was therefore a good test for the
bait. IOve always been confident with the K-G-
1 straight out of the freezer bag at any venue |
choose to fish, but how would a freshly-rolled
bait, made by someone else, perform, and,
more importantly, would | have the same level
of confidence in it?

On arrival at the lake, | was met by David,
who promptly started to unload several bags of
freshly-rolled K-G-1 boilies. The bait had been
rolled the previous day and was all ready to
freeze down, so 10d brought along several cool
boxes to keep the bait fresh. | wasnOt travelling
back until the following day, so what | wasnOt
using for the session was packed down for the
journey home.

We were soon set up and two rods were
cast to two carpy-looking areas, both with
my freshly rolled K-G-1 baits on the hooks. |
talked to David about the lake and also about
The Bait & Feed Company and how they were
doing, especially in a marketplace that has so
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The Bait & Feed Company is certainly
very busy, and at peak times has six people___
employed to cater for their customersO needs
They also advertise in several carp fishing
magazines on a regular basis, and also sup
one or two select tackle shops (such as Leslies
of Luton and The Tackle Box in Kent) with &
some of their own brand products, such as the
42 range.

| was very, very impressed by the service |
received and although | appreciate 10m the
editor of the magazine, | got the impression
that David treats all his customers equally.
Although | haven(t, as yet, tried any of the
other products that David offers, the thought
of getting K-G-1 pellets to match my feed and
hookbaits is very appealing. Other anglers
the night and into  have told me that The Bait & Feed CompanyOs
the early hours of ~ Supa-Combi Sweetcorn & Condensed Milk is
the morning, David one of the best particle mixes going. I, for one,
managed two carp will be taking a very close look at some of the
from his swim, using companyOs other products over the next few
his companyOs own months, and although | will still continue to
products B baits use freezer baits for baiting up, all my hookbait
from his renowned and specific bait size requirements for other
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offering a rolling servi q 42 range. feed and for my hookbaits are now being
to the public, The Baite paCkage of bait At first light and directed to The Bait & Feed Company! ItOs
& Feed Company has with no further excellent bait, and, above all, superb service.

been able to expand its rolling facilities andaction, | primed up a margin spot further up
also extend its range of products to some 35h@ bank with a smattering of 10mm K-G-1 For further information check out The
different items, many under their own brandand some crushed K-G-1. | carefully lower@&dhit & Feed Company, log on to their
label. The company doesnOt just roll to ordiera 12mm barrel hookbait and five minutesvebsite at www.baitandfeedcompany.co.uk
they also have a range of ready-rolled prodacts,| was engaged in a hard fight as a carmpr tel: 01920 438338 and talk to David
and a vast range of particles, groundbaits, st off from the sanctuary of the margin padsne of the team about your specific
pellets. Something that did interest me wasatfter picking up the hookbait. requirements.
fact that The Bait & Feed Company could, | once more sat with David and asked
in fact, make a K-G-1 pellet, a product not him more about his views on customer
commercially available. The bait that Davidservice and how he promotes his
had rolled for me was slightly different fromcompany. David assured me
a bait | would normally take straight from ahis company is really keen to
freezer bag; firstly, it was slightly darker in make sure that any customer
colour, and the texture was slightly heavierpurchasing bait from The
than any freezer bait 10d previously boughBait & Feed Company, or
commercially. indeed anyone using their
David assured me this was because the baliing service, is happy
had been hand-rolled and not machine-rolledth what they get
machine rolling gives a slightly lighter finistback. The company
to a bait. is very customer-
The smell of the bait was spot-on, and focused, and
although I didnOt tell David, | had actually whether you
brought along a bag of freezer bait K-G-1 order 100 kilos
to compare them, and the smell matched of bait, or 5
perfectly! | also liked the fact that | was ablkit@s of bait,
get the sizes | wanted for my own fishing. l\ike are treated
applying small baits, particularly on the twoequally well.
venues 10m currently fishing and | also like tarhe company
use barrel-shaped hookbaits over the top. operates a loyalty
The bait was very good and | was more thalneme where
pleased with the quality and quantity | got customers
back from my 20kg of dry mix.
Just before dark | made a recast to an
overhanging tree, away to one corner of
the lake, and, not too long afterwards, |

had a take. The hook pulled just seconds Well impressed wit
into the fight, but | knew theyOd found the a Hook Lake old
bait and | was very confident in catching! | ’un_, caught on the
recast and turned in for the night. During bait I'd had rolled.

156_Bait_Feed_Editorial.indd 3 @ 20/6/07 12:42:53



